
 

 
AnimalhealthEurope welcomes final adoption of new EU rules for animal 
medicines  
Calls for pragmatic implementation to support innovation 
 

Press statement 

 

Brussels, 26 November 2018: AnimalhealthEurope welcomes the EU Council’s formal adoption 

today of the new EU rules for animal medicines and encourages a timely and science-based 

implementation of the new regulations on veterinary medicines and medicated feed to 

strengthen the EU’s position as a leader in animal health innovation.  

 

“A pragmatic implementation of the new EU legislation for the animal health sector can provide 

the incentives to develop innovative and much-needed medicines that safeguard not only animal 

but also human health, while respecting our shared environment. We now look to the 

institutions to support the scientific advice of the European Medicines Agency (EMA), as they 

determine which veterinary medicines should be available and what conditions should be placed 

on their use,” commented Roxane Feller, Secretary General of AnimalhealthEurope. 
 

“As is currently the case, the routine use of antibiotics to compensate poor hygiene, inadequate 

husbandry, care or management is not allowed, and the ban on using antibiotics for growth 

promotion which came into force in 2006 is upheld. We support these measures and welcome 

additional rules to further improve responsible use of antibiotics in animal health,” continued 

Ms. Feller.  
 

In a concluding comment, Ms. Feller added, “We would strongly encourage investment support 

at national and European level into innovative research to develop new generations of solutions 

to diagnose, prevent and treat animal diseases. Innovation, hand-in-hand with a more 

responsible use of current products, can collectively aim to extend the both usefulness and the 

benefits of our solutions for future generations.”  

The Council and the European Parliament will now sign the adopted regulations and these texts 

will be published in the EU Official Journal, with an entry into force 20 days later. The new rules 

will only be fully operational as of end of 2021. 

 

Ends 

Contact: Clare Carlisle, Public Relations Manager, c.carlisle@animalhealtheurope.eu - +32 474 388711 

 

Note for Editors: 

AnimalhealthEurope represents twelve of Europe’s leading manufacturers of animal medicines and twenty national associations. 

Covering 90% of the European Market, the animal health industry generates more than 293,000 direct and indirect jobs (incl. 

veterinarians), ensures that over a billion animals in Europe - both livestock and companion animals - stay healthy, and provides 

solutions for the 10 million livestock farmers and 80 million pet-owning households across Europe. 
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